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fact that the propagandists concentrated strongly and per-
suasively on matters nearer to their hearts and to their personal
advantage than the abstract concept of a national existence.
National independence thus became attractive to the tribes
not because of any theory of indigenous administration or any
hope of an Islamic state,x but because it promised an escape
from Government, particularly one insistent on the payment of
taxes. Their concept of the ideal government was one with
bread in one hand and a club in the other: that is to say,
dispensing benefits for which they were not called upon to pay,
and maintaining a strong justice with impartiality. The Turks
had in no way lived up to this conception. The British Ad-
ministration at its inception had been promising, but it had
gradually lost its ideal character. Tribal districts were now
forced to pay revenue such as they had never paid before2 and
as they were never to pay again.3 In the Muntafiq, for instance,
the collection of revenue per capita had increased from less than
one-fifth of a rupee (As.2 Ps.io or 3d.) in 1916* to Rs.5 As. 10
in 1919 (about 8s. 6d. in sterling). It fell again to Rs.i As.4
(about is. iid.) in igss,5 rising to Rs-4 As.5 (6s. 6d.) in 1929,
above which it has never risen. Nor did the tribesmen see
1 Admin. Report Muntafiq, 1920, p. 4; ibid., 1921, p. 5
3 Supra, pp. 118, 145. The Bam Huchaim paid heavy taxation for the first
time m their history in 1919 Admin, Report, Dizuamyah Division, 1919 (Baghdad,
1920), p i.
3	The collection of Revenue in the Muntafiq, 1916 to 1928 was:
1916 Rs 52*464 (*) Only Nasiriya and Suq ash-Shuyukh districts
occupied.
1919        16,61,823 (*)
1922	3.68,508 (f)   April ist, 1922, to February ist, 1923.
1926        10,02,659 (I)
1928        12,77,233 (§)  The peak year before fall in prices.
(*) Admin. Report Muntafiq, 1921, p. 31; (f) Report of the Accountant-
General^ 1922-23 (Baghdad, 1924), pp. 11-12; (J) Report on the Operations
of the Revenue Department, Ministry of Finance, 1926-27 (Baghdad, 1927),
p. 23; (§) Ibid , 1928-29 (Baghdad, 1929), p. 32.
4	Based on a population of 295,537, the average of the estimate 320,000 in
1918-19 and that of 271,074, made in 1930-1 for the League of Nations. Ditch-
burn in Admin. Report, Muntafiq, 1920, p. i, estimated the Muntafiq population
at 300,000.
5	April ist, 1922, to February ist, 1923.
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